



BLAWITH & SUBBERTHWAITE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24 January 2022
Village Hall, Water Yeat
Present
Cllr B Fox, Cllr M Giles, Cllr D Rutherford (Chairman 

001/22
Apologies

There were no apologies.
002/22
Co-Option of New Cllr

a) Liam Wrigley was co-opted on to the parish council. 
b) The Declaration of Acceptance of Office form was signed by the newly co-opted Cllr Wrigley and also signed by the clerk
003/22 
Requests for Dispensations
There were requests for dispensation

004/22 
Declaration of Interest
              There were no declaration of interests. 
005/22
Minutes
Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 11 October 2021to be signed by the chair as a true record.

006/22
Public Participation
a) County Cllr was not in attendance but had sent his apologies with the following email report-
There isn’t a huge amount to update on since December; with regards to your agenda item 7: as I previously mentioned the issue of the damaged hedge on Wilkinsons’ land has been flagged up and that the highways teams have said they will go out to inspect. Elsewhere on the highways front I am asking for Helen and Victoria’s team to get in touch with parishes including B&S that have outstanding speeding/traffic management and parking issues, exacerbated during the high season over these past couple of years in the pandemic. So far they have reached out to Claife and Coniston, and held a meeting with Hawkshead, so I will continue to remind/ask them that they have outstanding matters with both Torver and B&S. At present they are offering a virtual meeting, so maybe if a time and date can be offered up when a select group of parish councillors could join such a meeting then we can ask them to set something up, ideally before the end of the fiscal year. We need to establish progress on speed calming measures/any no-parking or road-narrowing lines etc so we can build these into future budgets, especially where TROs will be needed (there is some money in my Member’s highways fund for this, and the cost of TROs can be combined with neighbouring parishes, so we need to get coordinating). 
There is of course the issue of the proposed lowered speed limits between Lowick and Wreaks Causeway on the A5092/A595, with some residents of Gawthwaite village (in Blawith I believe) having responded to the ongoing consultation asking for the 40mph to extend all the way up on to Gawthwaite from Woodgate. As I mentioned in my reply to other parishes it is possible this has not been proposed in order to not significantly reduce overall journey times across such a large stretch of highway, and also possibly to allow safe overtaking of slow-moving vehicles, often occasioning vehicles to travel in excess of 40mph. I stress again this is not my personal position, just one of the possible strictures under which the highway engineers need to operate. By all means please convey any collective responses from the parish in the usual way; I support the comments of any and all residents to this process and hope that any major safety concerns raised are accordingly addressed. 

There isn’t much else to report to the meeting tonight other than to remind the council that Community Grant Fund applications to CCC should be received by the end of this month please. Also a reminder that there have been concerns raised before Christmas that the Friends of X112/X7 group is struggling to keep going in the face of Covid and reduced funding throughout the past 20 months or more… The County Council is not willing to reverse the decision to remove route subsidies in 2014/15 and the group is not allowed to use BGOS funds to directly sustain the community services it helps to run. Hopefully lifting of restrictions will see a return over the next few months to some kind of normality and at least allow fundraising events such as coffee mornings, social gatherings, fetes and galas etc to start up again. If the parish is in any way able to help either with funding or indeed promoting the bus routes/and or opportunities to volunteer or raise funds with the Friends of Group, they would be most grateful. 

As usual, if there are matters outstanding or arising please let me know. 

I hope that the Covid picture will continue to improve and to see you at the next meeting. 

b)   District Cllr was not in attendance but had sent his apologies.
c)   The chair to Lowick Parish Council was in attendance. He advised that Lowick Parish Council
have responded to the  would like to see a 30mph speed limit through Lowick and would like to see further reductions from Woodgate through to Gawthwaite. 
He also advised that Lowick are planning to put planters with signs encouraging people to drive carefully through Lowick on the road, one of which will be very close to the boundary with Blawith, he hopes that Blawith and Subberthwaite Parish council will be supportive of the speed reduction recommendations and the planters.

He also suggested a speed gun group could maybe be set up perhaps doing each others parishes in order that drivers do not always recognise the faces behind the speed gun.
The clerk will email the PCSO regarding speed gun session. 

There was a suggestion that there could be a joint working group for road safety measures

between both parishes and a date of 28 February was suggested for an informal get together at Lowick Community Hall at 7.00pm.  

007/22
Safety Issues on the main Road



This was mainly covered in public participation, but the chair will do a response to the 
Speed limits consultation which includes the A5092 and A595 between Lowick Green and Broughton in Furness.

It was noted that correspondence regarding the A5084 has been flagged with Highways via the County Cllr and that Highways will take a look next time they are in the area.

008/22
Chairs Announcements

The chair made the following announcements:

The farmers is to reopen on the 14 February following closure for renovation work. After the 14th is should be open every day and evening.

The phone box at Blawith has been taken away. This is disappointing as we thought it was staying in place following consultation.

Car - A car has been left on the common, but it is broken down and not suspicious. It has been reported to the police and now has tape around it.

Caravan Park - There are still problems with the license of the caravan park. SLDC have visited the site again. They have not heard anything further from LDNPA and do expect to. SLDC are also consulting with other agencies for advice. The Parish Council felt that this should be followed up with the LDNPA enforcement team. 
Burney - Cumbria County Council are in the process of undertaking a review of the working together agreements and the methodology behind the commissioning, acceptance and signing off work to the UCR Network. This has also been in liaison with LDNPA and is one that they are anticipating will prevent any re-occurrence of issues at Burney. They haven’t had any formal communication from Natural England 

They also agreed a stronger process for agreeing works with Natural England that can be applied so that is a real positive outcome from this.
 
LDNPA are seeking volunteers for the following: 

(1) Fix the Fells. A popular project.

(2) Get Your Bearings and Young Rangers Leader. 

(3) There is a need for help in the Ranger Service, Archaeology and visitor support at Brockhole. 

Nuclear Disposal – The working group will now close s its work has been done. A second community partnership has been formed which will take this work forward.
Bees - Last year 100,00 of us called on the government to reverse its decision to authorise the use of bee killing pesticides. Shockingly the government has authorised the use of thiamethoxam again. This causes catastrophic wildlife damage, one teaspoon is enough to kill 1.25 billion bees. 

The EU banned the use in 2018,  we will contact  Tim Farron and join thousands of others and raise your voice for wildlife. Challenge the government to reverse this bad decision.
Septic Tanks - If you are interested in joining our community septic tank emptying please contact the parish clerk for further information.
009/22
Progress and update reports

a) Paths and fells; no update available
b) Litter Picking and use of Lake Shore; Cllr Rutherford continues with litter picking activities.
c) Website newsletter; Cllr Rutherford will do a newsletter for the website.
d) Parish Plan matters; It was agreed to remove this from the agenda as any relevant  

           matters are covered individually.
e) River Fly; Starts again in March
f) Website. The clerk advised that the new website is up and running.
010/22
SLDC Community awards



The clerk advised that Cllr Rutherford had recently being nominated for an SLDC community 


award. Whilst the nomination was from a parishioner and not the parish council it should be   noted that Cllr Rutherford had won an award and received a voucher and certificate.
011/22
Community Resilience Plan


Cllr Rutherford suggested that the starting point should be everyone having a kit ready at home



in the event of any emergency. It was felt that a register of vulnerable people.



templates of Resilience plans were given to everyone to read.  


Cllr Giles will put a message in the local WhatsApp group to see if she can generate a response 


     from anyone interested in becoming involved with a Community Resilience plan. 

012/22
Queens Jubilee 


Consideration was given to planting a tree and beacons for the jubilee celebrations.


Resolved that Cllr Fox will arrange a beacon and that a tree will be planted.

013/22
Greening Campaign/Climate Change


Resolved to join the Greening Sparks Group.
A local group set up to deal with local climate change issues. 
014/22
Training


No training requirements this time. Cllr Wrigley was given the CALC training schedule to 

consider for next time. 

015/22   Correspondence




The following correspondence was noted:
a) Newsletter Copeland GDF Working group

b) Shooting Events – The clerk was tasked with finding out who owns the common land, 
c) LGO newsletter
016/22 Consultations

a) BT Phone box on the A595 Gawthwaite. The parish council would like to see this box reinstated together with the one at Blawith which has recently being removed.


       Resolved that the clerk respond to SLDC and request the boxes are put back  

b) Street Naming and Numbering Policy Consultation.

            Resolved to respond to this consultation
c) OFCOM Postal Regulation Consultation
            Resolved to agree with the NALC response to this consultation.

017/22
Planning Applications (Planning applications can be viewed on the relevant authority’s    
            website)

7/2021/6027 Location: Newbiggin, Blawith, Ulverston, LA12 8EQ 

Proposal: Enlargement of approved extension to encompass existing well.

No objections to the above planning application. 

Planning Permission Refused
       

T/2021/0151 – Crake Valley Holiday Park


  


Planning Permission Granted


 


T/2021/0177 – Blea Brow, Water yeat, LA12 8DW





7/2021/5843 – Newbiggin, Blawith LA12 8EQ

      


7/2021/5877 – Newbiggin, Blawith LA12 8EQ 

018/22
Draft Budget


The draft budget was considered


Resolved to make the following amendments 


Remove Egton PCC £100 from both the 2021/22 and 2022/23 budget

Remove Chapel £100 from both the 2021/22 and 2022/23 budget

Add a maintenance budget of £300 for 2022/23 financial year.

Increase the contingency to £150 for the 2022/23 financial year.

019/22
Precept



Following the discussion around the budget it was Resolved to request a precept of £4,070.
020/22
To consider Financial and Governance Matters

Resolved that the following payments are authorised:

Village Hall


£20.00

TEEK



£739.10


Clerk Salary


£552.90 (3 months)

HMRC 



£28.20


Poppy Wreath


£17.99


Poppy Wreath (2019)

£17.00


Receipts


Cllr I Wharton 


£165.00 

021/22
Cllr Reports


There were no Cllr Reports. 
022/21 
Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will be on 21 February 2022 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall at Water Yeat.

subject to the hall being available.
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